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To Love and Desire Life
Life must be loved: it is the first and most precious treasure for every living being. Life springs from love and it desires and asks for love. For this reason, human life can and must be given for love, and in the giving, find the fullness of its meaning. It can never be abused or destroyed. Surely life is not always the same – there are periods of joy and periods of sorrow, times of satisfaction and times of disappointment, youth and old age, health and illness … At times, it comes naturally to treasure life and to thank God “the lover of life” (Wisdom 11:26). At other times, fatigue, illness, and solitude make it seem like life is a burden. But the value of life cannot be measured based on the conditions or the feelings of any given moment; it is always a precious gift for oneself and for others, and as such, it is not at the disposal of others. Life, in all its forms, can never be said to be “ours”. Real love of life, not distorted by egoism or individualism, is incompatible with the idea of indiscriminated possession that leads to the idea that everything is “mine”, in the sense of absolute ownership, choice, manipulation. “Mine”, therefore I can do what I want with it: my spouse, my children, my body, my present and my future, my country, my business, even God at my service, manipulated to the point of justifying, in His name, homicides and slaughters, in total disrespect  for life. If we pay attention, something inside us tells us that life is the highest good and that it cannot be touched. Even in a completely secular vision of reality, the inviability of life is the only and necessary principle to begin to guarantee justice, equality and peace to all. For those who have the gift of faith, there is the additional awareness that the life of a person is greater than the span between birth and death. It begins as an act of love of He who calls the parents to be “co-workers of the love of God the Creator” (FC n.28). Every human life bears His signature and is destined for eternity. Life is to be loved with courage. Not just respected, promoted, celebrated, protected, educated. It must also be desired. Its true good must be desired, because life has been entrusted to us, and we are not the absolute owners, but faithful and empassioned guardians. 
He who loves life asks himself about its significance and about the meaning of death and how to face it, acknowledging, however, that the right to life does not imply the right to decide when and how to end it. He loves life, fights pain, suffering and degradation, which are enemies of life, with all his might and with the contribution of science. But he does not fall into the diabolic trap of thinking that he can manipulate life to the point of asking for its interruption with euthanasia, maybe even hiding behind a veil of human pity. Nor will he insist on the use of unjustified and inappropriate therapies. In moments of extreme suffering, one has the right to be accompanied by others who truly love life and will take care of him/her, not by those who think they are helping people by procuring their death.
In fact, he who loves life does not destroy it but gives it, does not possess it but puts it at the service of others. To love life also means not to deny it to anyone, not even the smallest and most defenceless baby, especially when the baby has serious disabilities. Nothing is more inhuman than eugenic selection, which is directly or indirectly becoming more requested and, at times, practiced. No human life, even in its first moments, can be considered less valuable or put at the disposition of scientific research. The desire for a child does not give one the right to have one at any cost. A baby can be conceived in the womb of a mother, but can also be adopted or fostered, and it will be just as miraculous a birth.
Does our time, our culture, our nation truly love life? All who have at heart the well-being of human life are provoked by the plague of abortion, by the attempt to legitimize euthanasia, but also by the serious and persistent problem of the demographic decline, by the situations if humiliating use of the lives of many men and women, mostly immigrants, who have come into our country to look for a free and dignified existence. A decision to follow the path of the love of life is necessary. “No” is not enough if “yes” is not also said at the right moment – a strong and persistent “yes” to sustain the family based on matrimony, the youth, and those in difficulty. 
We look at youth with particular attention and hope. They have often been betrayed in the moment in which they are ready to love and be loved. They are able to love life unconditionally, and they are capable of a generosity most adults have lost. They, however, can fall into dramatic crisis for the lack of love and the absence of sense, to the point of risking their lives, or considering life such an unbearable burden that they choose to play hazardous games, such as the abuse of drugs or Saturday night races. No one can remain indifferent. For this reason, as Pastors, we want to thank and encourage the numerous adults who live the new commandment of Jesus, loving young people as they love themselves. We thank parents, priests, educators, teachers, politicians and administrators, who take care of young people and know how to receive them in their enthusiasm and in their problems and contradictions. We thank those who invest resources to give young people a serene future and, in particular, training and a decent job.
Yes, human life is an adventure for those who love without reserve and without calculation, without conditions and without hidden interests; but most of all, it is a gift in which we recognize the love of the Father and for which we feel the sweet and joyful responsibility to protect, especially when it is weak and defenceless. To love and desire life, therefore, is to work so that every woman and man receives life as a gift, protects it with care, and lives it in solidarity.
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